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The battleship Connevticut will take her
first plunge into the water at 11 o'clock
next Thursday morning. She has been
growing in the Brooklyn navy yard sincs
March of last year and is now so far com-
pleted that nothing more can be done until
she is moored alongside one of its piers.

The ceremony of giving the new war
veasel her name will be performed by Miss
Alice Welles, a granddaughter of Gideon
Welles, who was Sacretary of the Navy in
President Lincoln's Cabinet: and there will
bo? a large gathering at the navy yard to
witness the launching.

The Governor of Connecticut and his staiT,
many prominent persons from that State
more New York State officials, Federal
government officials and plain New Yorkers
will be admitted. Thirty thousand invita-
tions have been sent out by the committe
In charge of the launching ceremonies.

Miss Welles will break a bottle of cham-
pagne on the bow of the ship as she starts
fdown the ways to take her first plunge.
The Christian Endeavor Society made its
rustomary attempt to induce the Navy
Department to dispens: with the wine on
this occasion and use only spring water,
but Acting Secretary Darling, who was in
‘harge of the Dapartment when the patition
was presented thought there was no rea-
son why champagne should pot be used !
in accordance with custom. |

The Connecticut, when finished, will be !
‘he finest and most powerful battleship |
in the American navy. She will rank with
‘he best battleships in other navies, and in
wome respects will be superior to any-
thing afloat.

She is one of two battleships which were
authorized by Congress in January, 1002.

ine (the Connecticut) was to be built in
the New York Navy Yard and the other in
ane of the private yards which could se-
sure the contract. The sister ship is the
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, Louisiana, which has been built at Newport

News. The rivalry between those in charge
of the construction of the Connecticui and
the Newport News concerr. i very keen.

The Government wanted to build a battle-
ship for itself for two reasons«. One was
to find out if it could be done as expeditiously
in a Government yard as in a private yard,
and the other to find out if the cost would
be as great. The Louisiana was laid dewn
in February, 1903, and the Connecticut in
April of the same year. In spite of having
to erect a plant in the navy yvard to do the
work and having all sorts of combinations
formed to hinder its progress, the comple-
tion of the Connecticut is only ¥ per cent.
behind the Louisiana.

For the Connecticul great trouble has.
been experienced in getting material.
There have been delays in procuring the
armor plate and other things needed, but
the work has made good progress. The
Louisiana was launched early this month
and the Connecticut, although laid down

two months later than the Louisiana, is |

only two weeks behind her sister ship in
taking her first plunge into the water..
The ill fated Maine was the last vessel
of any size built in the Brooklyn yard.
She was a vessel of 6,682 tons and was built

| 18 knots an hour.

in the old granite building slip from which
many of the wooden ships of the old navy
were launched. The Connecticut is 16,000
tons, and a new slip had to be built for her.
The =ame Congress that authorized her
construction appropriated $175,000 for fitting
the navy yard for the job. With this inoney
material for the slip was purchased, and
the work of driving piles, excavating and
building a foundation and extending the
crane way was at once begun.

The keel of the new battleship was laid
on March 10, 1003, the stem erected on July
28 in the same vear, the first armor was
received on Jan. 9 last and put in place on
April 24. The first boiler was put on board
on July 7.

The Connecticut is a stesl vessel, un-
sheathed. She will have two screws, three
funnels, two military masts, two main and
four secondary turrets and o main deck
central battery, She is 45 feet long on
the load water line.  Over all she measures
450.4 feet. Her greatest beam is 76.10 feet
and her draught 24.6 feet.

She will displace 18,000 tons on her trial
and her maximum displacement will be
17.770 tons. With her greateat displace-
ment her draught will be 28 feet 8 inches,
Her engines are to indicate 16,600 horse-
power, and these will drive her at the rate of
Her coal bunker capacity
when in normal trim will be 600 tons. but
in an emergency she will he able to carry
2,200 tons. She will carry sufficient coal to

| total weight of 3,002 tons of armor.

enable her to steam 7,000 miles at the rate
of 11 knots an hour or 2,50 miles at the
maximum rate of 18 knots.
'f'o protect her from the enemy's shot and
shell this huge fighting machine has“a
n

i each side amidships there is a steel belt 193

feet long, 8 feet 8 inches wide and 11 inches
thick, Forward and aft of this belt is
another, 9 inches thick, covering the maga-
zines, This is ended by 6-inch bulkheads.

| On the lower deck for 284 feet the armor
| is 8 inches thick and on the main deck for

246 feet, where the central battery is, the
armor is 7 inches thick, The protected
deck is 1% inches thick on the flat and 24
inches on the slopes, The main turrets
are 8 inches thick with 12Y4-inch faces. There
are two of these, The barbettes are cov-
ered with 10inches of armor, and the secon-
dary turrets with 6 inches of armor with 64
inch faces. The conning tower is pro-
tocted with steel armor 9 inches thick,
and the signal tower with 6 inches of steel.
The Connecticut will have a very power-
ful battery. She will carry four 12-inch
breechloading guns,one pair in the forward
turrat and the other pair aft. She will
have eight 8-incl. guns in pairs in turrets
at the corners of the superatructure, There
will be twelve 7-inch quick firing guns in
the main deck central battery, six to a
broadside. Then she will have twelve
14-pounders, twelve 3-pounders, six 1-pound

{ automatic gums, two 1-pound semi-auto-

matic guns and eight ,30-inch machine
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| of steel on the enemy, She will carry in

guns,
In battle she will throw a perfect hail

her magazines 60 rounds for each 12-inch
gun, 100 rounds for each 8-inch gun, 100
rounds for each 7-inch gun, 300 rounds for
each 8-inch gun, 600 rounds for each 3-
pounder and 900 rounds for each 1-pounder.

When in commission she will have 42
officers and 761 men, She is to be fitted
for use as a flagship,

This will be the third vessel to bear the
name of Connecticut in the United States
Navy. The first. was built at Middletown,
Conn,, in 1708, The second war a wooden
side wheeler, purchased in 1861 and used |
during the civil war. This vessel cost |
$200,000, and was sold at auction in 1865
for $181,000,

When Congress authorized the construc-
tion of the latest Connecticut, the llmit of
cost was placed at $4.212,000. There were
to be two vessels of this type. The New-
port News Shipbuilding Company when it
ﬁ)’t the contract tu build the sister ship

uisiana, bid $3,900,000

Work on the Connecticut has been car-
ried on under the supervision of Assistant
Naval Constructor Richard H, Robinson.

r. Robinson was born at Ravenna, Ohio
n 1875, and was graduated from the Naval
Academy at Annapolis with honors in 1808,
He then went to the University of Glasgow,
where he took a apecial course in design-
ing &nd construction. When he returned
to this ocountry he was assigned to the !

Cramp yard, and watched the work on the
battleships Alabama, Maine, (‘olorado and
Pennsylvania,

Four years Constructor Robinson spent |
Then he went to the Neafie |
& Levy yard to represent the Department |

at this yard.

in the construction of other vessels, He

was ordered to the Brooklyn navy yard in
August, 1002, and put in charge of the work |

on the Connecticut

Launching a vessel the size of the Con-
necticut is not a amall matter,
hull stands on land now, her bow so high
in the air that it towers above the roofs
of the shops in the yard. A big crane,
movable so that it can be set at any part of
thre vessel, stands on one side. ith this

the heavy armor plate has been lifted into .

place and riveted.

The men have worked like
get the ship ready on time.
crane hoisted the fighting mgn into place.
One is set on each mast and the tops them-
selves weigh more than geven tons.

While work on the vessel has been going
on, the ways down which she is to slide into
the water have been prepared. They are
tracks of solid timbers well greased” with

beavers to

tallow. A cradle has been built under the .

hull to hold the vessel. This cradle rests
on the ways. It is composed of hlocks of

wood well fitted together, and when the |
lifted off it will fall |

weight of the vessel
apart by the buoyancy of the water.

Just before the vessel is to be launched
a hundred workmen will drive under this

The huge |

Last week the :

cradle wedges which will lifv the hull off
the permanent ways and place it so that
when released it will slide pasily down the
incline into the water.

Thisincline must be ad justed to a nicety.
It must not be at too great an le or the
vessel will move too fast, and if it isnot
great enough there is danger of the vessel
sticking in the ways, an omen of dire ill
in the opinion of all sailormen.

Whenall is ready the only thing that will
hold the vessel on the land will be what
is called a role piece; that is, a piece of tim-
ber about four feet long and six f
thick. At a signal from the
of the launching two men will begin to saw
this piece in two. A the kaws cut their wa;
throngh the wowd the foreman will cal
out how many more inches are left.

officer in charge

Finally the wood will break and the vessel "

will begin to slide. At the first shiver
Welles will smash the bottle on the bow,
| name the warship Connecticut and wish
her good luck.

will run alongside and stop hef way.

moored alongside one of the piers near
where she was built. The work of finishing
her is to be rushed along. At present she
| is only a hull with her armor on. Her
engines, which have already been set up,
are to be put aboard.
their protections will have to be installed,

As soon as the Connecticut floats (ugl
will then be brought back to the yvardand

The gun mountsand -

| the interior fittings cowpleted and a huf-

dred and one other things will have to be
done before the vessel is ready for a trial.

Then, if after being tried she is found to be
fit, she will be formally added to the navy, .

Among those who are to be at the navy
vard to witnese the launching are Gov.
Chamberlain of Connecticut and his staff,

This work will take at least eighteen monthé. :

(iov. Odell of New York and hix staff, Mayor

George B. McClellan, Rear Admiral P. H.
(‘ooper,U.8.N.; Rear Adiniral Wise,U. 8.
Brig.-Gen. Mille, U. 8. A
Sande,U.S. N.: Mr. and Mn.. Perry Belmont,
Aungust Belmoni, Vice-Comumodore A. C.-
Bostwick, Mr. and Mrs. George J. Gould,
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Gonld,
Frank J. Gould, Mr. and Mrs. Lewlis

| Ledyard, Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Low, Po

| Commissioner William McAdoo,Dr. and Mre.
i ' Ward
|

J. P. Munn and Mr. and Mrs. W
and many other prominent folk.

/HORSING” TINEAT PRINCETON

SOPHOMORES HAVING FUN WITH '
THE FRESHMEN. |

They Don't Call It Hazing, but It Invoives |
a Kind of Torture, Nevertheless—Same= ‘
ples of Whidt the Freshmen Undergo
—A Joke Played on the Sophomores. !

This year the merry sport of “horsing”
freshmen was carried on with great vigor
it Princeton University. Hazing is barred
by the Princeton faculty, but “horsing®
& recognized semi officially.

In the college lexicon “to haze™ means to
Inflict physical indignities mixed with more
or less oruelty. *“To horse® means to in-
flict mental and moral torture, mixed with
more or less undergraduate humor.

By the unwritten college law the fresh-
man submits to it meekly, if he wants to be
popular. No one can make him stand for
horsing, but if a freshman should have the
*udacity to refuse there would be a worse |
fate coming to him. |

Twenty young men, who looked vory
much alike except for their olothes, stcod
on the border of the Princeton camj.: ¥, |
st where it meets Hell Alley, last Thursday |
lf‘t'_\rn won, Tley wore short coats, trousers
“ich fitvted them reluctantly, and most |
1t ordinary effects in orange and’ black |
\ata,

Every now and then a slender _voung?
Man wearing a thimble of a cap and a look !
' apprehension would duck out of the
Hley and try to ecut down the street as
nobtrusively as possible. Him the youths
" gaudy headgear would hail, and he
*ould cross ever te them, reluctently but
thadiently,

**Hey, Freshie, hit It up:" they would |

vell, and he would break into & 1un. Then
his horsing would proceed.

Three young chaps walked quietly out of
Hell Alley and tried to escape. Two wore
the little flat cap, thus showing that they
had learned the style of dress befitting
freshmen. The third, as slim and young
as the reat, had the audacity to sport a
gray felt hat,

The sophomores nodded their gaudy
bonnets and set up & wild howl.

“Freshman in a hat! All you
come over here! Hit it up!”

The two good freshmen in caps came over
at once. The third hesitated and got him-
gelf disliked by the sophomores, Finally
he too followed on a dog trot.

“Afraid, Freshie?” asked the chief tor-
mentor, who wore a sombrero with a black
brim a yard wicde and an orange crown

h.
® ‘f'(l){o;oglﬁlm for the last; he's the freshest
yet," said a sophomore, in & cocked hat
with an orange and black pompon.

The freshman who had the audacity to
wear a hat was put aside under guard,
while the sophomores centred attention
on the two who wore caps.

“Pleased to meet you, freshman,” said
the chief inquisitor to the first victim.
“Would you mind removing your caps in
the presence of your betters? Thank you.
Place it in your mouth, please. That's it.
N-w, whet school did vou infest bafore
you came to Princeton?” )

“8t. Paul's,” said the freshiman, speaking
thickly through the cap.

“Don't they tea~h yvou hetter at St.Paul's

freshies

than to talk with your mouth full? Re-
move your cap when rou tnlk, and say
sir.'  Did you daha St. Pants?”
'?\%I;ILiu'» fime rou drarmed.  on't
. you think =o?”
“Yes, BIr." ol Muhaiaidebdie.

The freshman pulled his cap out of his

when he had done.

“Suppose vou take the affirmativa on
the subject: ‘Why is a hen?' "

The freshman teetered from foot to foot
and looked foolish and smiled

“He smiler!” #aid a soph, who wore an
orange hat like a. fireman's helmet.
is no matter for laughing, and that's no
breakfast food smile of yours., Wipe it off!”

The freshman hesitated, then removed
his cap and wiped his mouth, and sure
enough the smile came off. )

“Now drop it on the ground. That's it.
Now step on it, and let's hear it squeak.”

The sophomores roared as the vietim
Jet out a thin, freshman squeal. .

His trousers were rolled up, and his
garters were inspected to see il they were
orthodox black, with the warning that if
they were red or pink it would go hard
with him. They were all right, and his
stockings showed no rign' of o decorative

attern. So they let him go, yelling to

im to hit it up as he ran.

The second wictim was tall and husky.
His clothes were plainly ready made and the
farm stuck out all over him. He was led
forth to the slaughter, ldaving the fresh-
man who worn a%mt still under guard.

From the first they suspected the tall
freshman of wearing unorthodox garters,
and they investigated at once.

“Gientlemon, it is woran than I feared,”
said ' ¢ leader. *“IIn wears no garters
at alll

The statement brought forth groans
and hisses. So they made him march
a block down the gtreet and back, carrying
a toy gun and whistling “ Yankee Doodle.”

After that, he was told to make a noise

like a peanut. When he said that he didn't

| knos what noise a peanut made, they told

him to make all the noises he knew and they'd
tall Lim when he had got to the right one,
i was orders’ to begin with the noise

the old cow made wihen he milked her
on the farm ; )
After he'd grunted likse a hog und ehisped

like & robin an advertising card vas given
to him and he was told to sing it to the tune

“This |

of “The Sweet Bye and Eye,” which they

' seid was the latest popular tune that he

mouth as he spoke and popped it in sgain | sould

»ossibly know. When he said that
he cculdn’t sing, they replied that now was
a #plendid time to learn. .,

Thev were getting a little tired of him
by this time, ro he was made to hit it up
down Hell Alley and attention was turned
to the freshman who had dared to wear
a hat on the second day in college. He
had been standing quietly, looking atthe
sport with an awed expression.

“Your fate will be awful, freshman,”
said n sophomore in a cross betwean a
atovepipe hat and a shako, as he led the
victim forward,

Just then a junior, bearing on his hat-
band the colors of his club, passed down
the street and hesitated before the group.
It was the junior's buginess, as a class
father of the sophomores, to break up
that horsing on the spot. He started, in-
deed, to do it, but when he saw the victim
he lifted his eyebrows, turned away, and
went and sat on the fence as though the
matter didn't concern him at all.

“This is a queered freshman, and Jones
is wise to him," whispered one sophomore
to another,

Forthwith
horsing.

“First, take off that hat.
Thank you, I'll keep it.
it in Princeton this year.” .

The viotim handed over his hat.

“Now, stand on one foot, pose like the
Statue of Liberty, and tell ui who's going
to win that rush to-morrow "

“ 981" gaid the vietim, timoronsly, but
firmlv,

they proceeded with their

@(Give it to me,
You won't need

This bronght o surcastic chear
“lLearn better, Fresh,” said the head
! inguisitor. *I guess you'd better tell
us a joke, Tell us a good joke.”
“A pood joke? All right: '07's going

to win that rush!”

“That's no joke. That's & scientific
truth. } guess you'd better dig awhile.
Giet dovn and dig like a dog.”

“Oh, 1 thiok not,” said the vietim,

I v sophomores looked at one another as
though to sav: "He's the freshest yet,"
and fell upon that freshman. In a moment
he was down on his knees scooping up gravel

| theory.

to make a hole. When it was big enough !
he had to shout down it and ask the devil
who was goin Xc:rwln the rush. His Maj-
esty answered through the freshman that
*08 had a cinch.

It was agreed that this victim wasn't
much fun. He was entiwely too fresh.
Still, they decided on one more stunt be-
fore they turned him loose.

He had to take off his cogt and box three
rounde with himself. When the junior on
the fen-¢ heard this sentence he was
obrerved to stuff his hat into his mouth
and shake his fists up and down with the
greatest sauisfaction,

The victim wouldn't take off his coal at
first: he protested that he couldn't box
without it. So they unbuttoned it for him
and threw it wide open. And then the
yvoung gentlemen in loud and variegated
hats stood back and dropped their hands
and locked exceedingly foolish.

On the waistcoat of the “freshman® thus
revealed were two fraternity %i:s. From
Jiis watch chain hung & Phi Beta Kappa
key; above that was a class pin which read
“University of Chicago, '97.

“I'm sorry you made me open up,” said
the victim, pleasantly. “I haven't had so
much fun since I greduated.”

And he disappeared again down Henl]
alley. . t

It was even betting whether he was a
new insetructor, merely the older brother of
a baby freshman or a chanoe traveller for !
text books. The junior on fence was
evasive, but hinted at the instructor
All the life and joy went out of
the occasion for those sophomores.

At about the same time, the constituted
university authorities had similar troubles
over by the chapel. The faculty, in official
academic gowns, had just marched over |
from the library to open college with .ap-
propriate ceremonies. The pious 2nd
studious part of Princeton followed.

Just then a proocession of sophomores
swept down the campue, following four

. freshi'nen; who were marching in lo~'tstep,

The front man pushed a toy whealbarrow
and the It one pulled a doll's baby car-
riaze At intervals they vellad, heing
prompted from behind:

“Here we come!”

An overworked Irish proctor, who had

been quelching disturbances all day, bore |

down on them, snatched away the para-
phernalia, and made oration thus:

“This has gone far enough! Fun is fun,
but the place for yes is the chapel. Joomp
faat now, our I'll report the last one o' ye!”

The crowd looked duly impressed, all but
one small, quiet young man, who stood by
on the sidewalk and ned.

“Take that grin off yer face!” yelled the
prootor.

| The gentleman still continued to
“If ye don't squelch that grin,
ver name!” howlad the proctor.
And still the gentleman grinned, and the
proctor roared:
“l hav ye before the faculty! Give me
yer name and class!"
| m‘(;l-rlwnly.' said the grinster. *“A. Smith,
{ ale.”
| All the zeal left the prootor on the spot,
| and the sophomores prooeeded with the
| procession.
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THE BEST NEW

Books ON SPORT

JUST READY
A new volume in the American Sportsman’s Library

JoHY HARRINGTON KRENE,

Guns, Ammunition and Tackle Edited by CASPAR WHITNEY
Contains articles on The Shotgun by Capt. A. W. MoN®Y; The Hunting Rifle,
by HoRACE KxPHART; The Theory of Rifle Shooting, by W. E. Canrrx; The
Pistol and Revolver, by A. L. A. HimMeLWRIGHT, and The Artificial Fly, by
Hiustrated. Cloth, 22 1), get. ‘(Pastage 15¢.)

By the Author of “Trapper Jim."

ginning to hand!e a4 rod or gun,

Published
by

Mr. Edwyn Sandys’s book for boys. Sportsman Joe

Just at .his g2ason nothing could be better for the growing lads who are be-

THE MACMILIAN COMPANY °° fiAw=:

Fully Ilustrated. Cloth, $1.50-
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